2019 Medicare Part D
Prescription
Drug
Coverage
2019 Part D Plan Costs
Prescription Drug Plans and Medicare
Advantage Prescription Drug Plans
Help with your Prescription Drug Costs
Need information about Medicare drug plans?
Call the Center for Health Care Rights
at

800-824-0780

The Center for Health Care Rights (CHCR) is a
California non-profit organization that provides free
information and help with Medicare.
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Types of Medicare Part D Plans
There are 2 types of Medicare drug plans:

1

Prescription Drug Plans (PDP)
These plans only provide drug coverage.
These plans do not affect your Medicare A or B benefits.

2

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans (MAPD)
These plans provide your Medicare A, B, and D
benefits in a managed care plan. While you are
in the plan you must use the plan for all your
medical care.
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2019 Medicare Part D Drug
Plan Benefits and Costs
 Part D Plan monthly premiums range from $0 to $117.80

Initial Coverage Period

You pay 25% of the total retail cost of your
prescriptions until total costs equal $3,820.

Coverage Gap or “donut hole”

When your total drug costs reach $3,820, you pay
 37% of the cost for each generic drug
 25% of the cost for each brand name drug
Until your total costs equal $7,653.75

Coverage Gap
You enter the
donut hole
when your
total drug
costs reach

Your out of pocket
costs $3,833.75

$3,820

You leave the
donut hole
when your
total drug
costs reach

$7,653.75

Catastrophic
Coverage

Catastrophic Coverage

When your total drug costs reach $7,653.75, you pay
 5% of the cost of each drug, or
 $3.40 for generic drugs and $8.50 for brand name
drugs, whichever is higher
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How to Choose a Part D Drug Plan
 Choose a plan that covers all your prescriptions at the lowest price.
 Use the Medicare Part D Drug Plan Search Tool on the
Medicare.gov website to help you choose a plan.
If you have difficulty using the Medicare Part D Drug Plan Search
Tool, call 1-800-Medicare or call the Center for Health Care Rights
for help.

I have prescription drug coverage.
Do I need a Medicare Part D Drug Plan?
If your drug plan provides coverage that is as good as a
standard Part D plan, you do not need a Part D plan.
Drug coverage provided by the Veterans Administration or
TRICARE For Life is as good as a standard Part D plan.

I don’t have drug coverage. Am I
required to buy a Part D Drug Plan?
No. Enrollment in a Part D plan is voluntary.
But if you decide to enroll into a Part D plan at a later time,
you will have a penalty for late enrollment. The penalty is
1% for every month that you were not in a Part D plan.
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When can I enroll or make changes in
my Part D Drug Plan?
Initial Enrollment Period
 A 7 month enrollment period that begins 3 months before you
become eligible for Medicare and ends 3 months later.
Example: Bob becomes Medicare eligible when he turns 65 in March.
His initial enrollment period starts December and ends in June.
Annual Election Period or “Open Enrollment”
 October 15 through December 7 of each year.
 This enrollment period is generally used to change your Part D
drug plan for the next year.
Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period
 Persons who are in a Medicare Advantage plan as of January 1,
2019 can now change their part D plan once during the period of
January 1, 2019 through March 31, 2019.
 During this time, you can make the following changes:
Medicare
Advantage
Prescription
Drug Plan

A different Medicare
Advantage Plan

with drug coverage

A different Medicare
Advantage Plan

with no drug coverage

Original Medicare

with a Part D
prescription drug plan

Original Medicare

with no Part D
prescription drug plan

Special Enrollment Period
 Make a change in your Part D drug coverage when certain events
occur. We have listed some of these events below:
You lose your employer or retiree coverage.
You move outside your Part D service area.
You have had a recent nursing home stay.
Contact the Center for Health Care Rights for more detailed information
about special enrollment periods.
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Financial Help with your Part D
Drug Costs
The chart below shows the income and resource limits for the Low
Income Subsidy Program also known as “Extra Help”.
The Center for Health Care Rights can help you apply for this program.
Call us at 800-824-0780.

2019 Full LIS Extra Help
Income Limit*

Asset Limit**

$1,425/month
(individual)

$9,230
(individual)

$1,922/month
(married couple)

$14,600
(married couple)

Your Out of Pocket Cost
You pay no more than
$3.40 to $8.50

2019 Partial LIS Extra Help
Income Limit*

Asset Limit**

$1,581/month
(individual)

$14,390
(individual)

$2,134/month
(married couple)

$28,720
(married couple)

Your Out of Pocket Cost
$0
 to $83 annual deductible
You

pay 15% of drug costs
When

your total out of
pocket costs reach $5,100,
you pay $3.40 to $8.50
or 5% of the drug cost

* In-kind support is not counted towards the income limit.
**Asset limits include $1,500 per person for burial expenses. The home you
live in, your cars, and life insurance policies are not counted as assets.

6 | Center for Health Care Rights

I have Medicare and Medi-Cal. Do I
need a Medicare Part D drug plan?
How much will I have to pay?
 Persons who have Medicare and Medi-Cal must have a
Medicare Part D drug plan. If you do not enroll into a Part D
drug plan, Medicare will assign you to a plan.
 Use the Medicare Part D Drug Plan Search tool to find a
Part D drug plan that covers all your prescriptions.
 Your Part D Drug Plan copayments will be $1.25 for generics
and $3.80 for brand name drugs.
 Call the Center for Health Care Rights if you need help.

What can I do if my Medicare drug
plan does not cover a prescription
drug I need?
 You have the right to file an exception request with your
drug plan.
The exception request is completed by your doctor and must
explain why you have a medical need for a prescription that
is not covered by your drug plan.
The standard timeframe to review your request is 72 hours.
If you have a serious medical condition,
ask for an expedited review that takes 24 hours.
 If the exception request is denied, you have the right to
appeal. Contact us at 1-800-824-0780 if you need help.
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Need more information on
Medicare Part D plans?
Call Medicare’s toll-free hotline at
1-800-633-4227.
Go to Medicare’s website at
www.medicare.gov
Call the Center for Health Care Rights
at 1-800-824-0780.
We are here to help you!
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